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Abstract: The aim of this poster is to show an introduction to the PhD called Portus Tarraconis.
The barbour of Tarraco during the Late Republic and the Early Empire. Literary sources, historiog-
raphy and archaeology (Universidad Rovira i Virgili, Tarragona). The poster is focused on a legal
and economic framework, whose final aim is to extract a reliable but ideal image of the working
processes of harbours in the roman period. We present through an image selection, the itinerary
of the goods on a commercial ship from its arrival in the harbour to its distribution to shops or
warehouses. We specially take into account the harbour professions and we represent the har-
bour management thanks to the documentation of classics, epigraphy and iconography. This
theoretical tour is documented in many harbours of antiquity; thus, we will select the most rep-
resentative samples to display this part of the trade.
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Resumen: ¢l objetivo de este poster es mostrar parte de la tesis doctoral Portus Tarraconis. El
puerto de Tarraco en época tardorrepublicana y altoimperial. Fuentes, historiografia y arqueolo-
gia (Universidad Rovira i Virgili, Tarragona). El poster se centra en el marco econémico y juridi-
co y el objetivo final es extraer una imagen ideal pero fidedigna de los procesos de trabajo que
se llevaban a cabo en los puertos en época romana. Presentamos a través de una seleccion de
imagenes, el itinerario que recorrian las mercancias desde que llegaban a puerto hasta su distri-
bucion en los almacenes o tiendas. Se hace hincapié en las profesiones portuarias y en la repre-
sentacion de la gestion de las mercancias en las fuentes cldsicas, la epigrafia y la iconografia. Este
tour tedrico se encuentra documentado en muchos puertos de la Antigiedad y, por consiguien-
te, se han seleccionado los ejemplos mis representativos para mostrar esta parte del proceso
comercial.

Palabras clave: puerto romano, epigrafia, comercio, iconografia, gestion portuaria.

IKUWAV | Pags. 645-646

045



046

Patricia Terrado Ortufio

Port professions: organization and working processes of a Roman harbour

srno — Patricia Terrado Ortufio
I W L J SETOPANT (Seminari de Topagrafia Antiga) Universitat Rovira | Virgih, Tarragona
Objective padsledogv. O ———
The aim of this poster is toshow an introduction to the PR thests developed at Rovwirai Virgili (T: Porius bk by b i of T i 4

Tha thesis is focused on the study of three aspects of the harbour of Tarragona d:umsliw!.lle-mpuhllmn and imperial period, The propect studies I!u'dldumlosy remains, legal and m:mnmx fralncwod&. amlml sources and epigraphy in
onder to establish an approach 4o its economic and physical infrastructure. The project is nscribed in the project HARI2: 37405- CO4-- 01 Roma, s capltales provinciales y las cidadies de Hispania: diftsidn de modelas en ts anjuitectura y
o rmanos, Subp rio de Economia y Competitividad),

Development
We present thorough an image selection the itinerary of the goods on a commercial ship from its arrival in the harbour to its distribution to shops or warehouses. We specially
take into account the harbour professions and we represent the harbour management thanks to the documentation of classics, epigraphy and relief iconography.

We deal here with the organization and working processes of a Roman harbour together with its definition and main architectural structures. A part of the thesis is focused on
a legal and economic framework, whose final aim is to extract a reliable but ideal image of the working processes of harbours in the roman period. In this way, the trade patterns,
the ¢ ial £ and the ic function will be explained and understood.

1) Harbour arrival

When a merchant ship arrived to a harbour, there were two
cargo unloading options. Goods could be offloaded directly
from the ship by dockers such saccarii (Fig.1) or phalangarii or
by using engineering machines like cranes or tackles.

2) Transfer boats
If the seabed was insufficiently deep, the bargeman had the duty of cargo transport bdween the wssel whmh mmalned anchored near the harbour and the boats (Fig. 2). Plenty of documenta-
tion abou! Iiv.'se pmfﬁsmnal figures hereby referred to can be found through epigraphy thanks to their belonging to a guild, especially in river zones such the Tiber (CIL XIV, 309, 252, 409).
These p were the scaphardi (people in charge of a skiff), ph {they p daf in the operation of ferries), lenuncularii {ferrymen or watermen) and caudicarii
[Ilshmen'l (Rougé 1966 192 - 200).

h\clher nwr 20008 like i i Marsndles, Ihum were s-peaﬁc hauling river-boats to upstream the goods to the river harbour (Fig. 3).

Fig 1.Relivd i the cathwtral of Salerno. I AD.

A smmall cango vessel is being offfoaded by 2 sacoariias (Casson
T994: 126), who carries heavy sacs.

Sotree: Mitps e, romalemeong’

Fig. 2. Mosaic i Foro delle Corporasioni, Ostla. Ca
i ADi200,

LA saccaries transiers 4 cango of amphoras from a sea-
going vessel {right) do  navis caudicarise (Jefth
Source: Mep:tfveww.spp-haehr.dodidio-
projektelder-Messhafon von-ostia/

Fig. 3 Reliof at Cabrires-d' Algsics, Musée Calvt, Avig:
non. AL

A navis fﬂmﬂrﬂn\-‘ i hdlq Puuln‘ h a luui.lrl_ Threw
man b ks up a
river, pmNNy the Dufm (,kunmm - 20CH: 138,
Souroes hitpsfwwwanarine-antiguenet’

3) Manhme customs payment and storage .

Once the ship entered the harbour, a maritime custom called portorium had to be paid. The tax was not only applied to

ooxls transported in maritime routes (Ulp, D. 50.16:59), but also taxed the good transport by land. i i oy b e il "glsh

The publicani (tax ors) collected the f thanks o a tax declaration (Zamora Manzano 2009). In the har- 5, whn 3uaranmd the \-olu;ne and weights of the goods.

bmrs,lhsgoodrsdeda:amhadmbewﬁﬁeﬁbyﬂamhmhmmmmpmphhmlh.-:ahuhm{hs.lland = 4 e Eub o the el

their assistants or auditores. Cliiniana. Vatican Massirms.
T =Ly ncli3ed Centary A.D.

The shipy named bis Giminiia-

Fig. 4. Refief of the tabularii of the Trajan harbour, Ostia. Torkmia
wodlection, Rome. 2nd/3nd Century A,

The refief shows the comtrol of offloading amphosas by siccri
{heft). The three seated figures on the right may be a fabularius with carii Garrying sacks.
two adiutones. They are located bohind a desk reoonding the cirge mididle there i & aersor mea-
o wax ablots in the form of a book (Basch 1987 Poatey 1997 suring: the groen with o rute-
' m;m, Thum.
Source: Sourcehtp: i ostia:
hitpets antica argédictplnec/plnec. him
¥ : m
4) Admuustratlon staff and surveillance personnel of harbours
mwmmmmn\mmam dmini intain the harbour. Bott vy show diff fessional ies in Ostia. Dio Cassius (35.4.4.)
: the fig st Chnensﬁdunns the Augustan period with military and financial dumsw‘.t%& ‘.bU!]and m}'hejudmal responsibilities {('ILXIV 3603). During Claudius's
Iime,lhue d by the fig f the procurator (procurator portus Ostiensis (CIL XIV, 163) and other inferior staff assistants (Houston 1980: 157). Harbour security was also very im-

'pmmhoﬁﬁlomdplravyamdsmdn&wmpﬁmdwuhkaeﬂ -known are also the stationaril, who supervised the coast and the entrance to the harbour, or the custodes litorum (Rougé
1966: 210). In' our study case of Tarraco, there was the figure of praefectus orae maritimae, who was responsible to look after the coast among enemies (RIT 164, 166, 169, 165, 301, 269, 288, 171, 316, 162).

-5) ‘Repairing vessels
was  high specialised job, %0 it needed per-
-hmlod;brhdmy the faber navalis or architectus

Fig 6 Fumcrary steleof Lon-. VY (44 10, 3) explains that king Perseus
Jeidicnies, faber navalis Na-  threw his treasure to the sea to hide it from his
tional Archacological  enemy. Time after, he asked the urinatores (fig.
mmﬂmmm 7) to recover it from the bottom of the sea.
Pubins: Lonsid These scuba divers were people who worked
XL 139) was a shipwright i harbours in order to recover the goods that
The relict aoddwmuﬂy&lloﬁlmml!nshlpduﬂns&te
they could repair some
5 lelks.Swmlnmiphonsshow&m&wywm\e
organized in guilds in the Tiber zone (CIL V1,
1872, 1080, 29700 anel 29701} and in Ostia (CIL

XIV, 303), although they were supposed to e s i
7 CIL XIV, 3. G urinalorum,

exist along all the ports of the Roman Empire.  Fis. = s
Source: Epigraphib Dateribank Classs Slaby

the fac hat his o was oo of the st wel-puld. Further-
mwmmmﬁ?ﬁhwﬁ

Fig. 9. Mosaic of the statio 18 Foro delle Cor-
porazion, Ostia. 2nd/3nd Centiry AL,

In this faruny were focated fifty eight aiffices
o stationes weee the traders and navicularl
wonrked, !\Wﬂ'lwdlhwﬂellmwd
Witk reinels Almast al

posfer with the name dw company, for
wample the navicularil Tinritani, Misenen.
e e

Source: hitpsfwww.ostia-
anfica.angplareale/orpohim
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