Differentiated instruction in special education: adapting education to
individual needs

Marinopoulou, Panagiota
University of Alicante.

It is well known that the education is a fundamental right for every person, regardless of ability or
disability. As far as it concerns the special education, it is crucial to acknowledge and address the
unique learning needs of students with disabilities. Recently, differentiated instruction has gained
considerable attention as an educational approach that shapes how knowledge is shared in the class-
room. In every way, differentiated instruction in special education recognizes that all students don’t
have the same learning styles, and abilities. So it is designed to provide multiple ways for students
to learn and succeed, taking into account their own needs and special abilities in order to adopt the
new knowledge they get into school help students succeed academically and reach their full poten-
tial limits. This approach allows teachers and generally educators to modify the educational content,
the process, and products of instruction in order to include the majority of learning preferences and
abilities for students and especially for students with disabilities. In this chapter book, it is presented
mainly the differentiated instruction. Firstly it is reported the definition of differentiated instruction,
the importance of using this method applied to classroom, and especially the importance of applying
in general classrooms including students with disabilities. In particular, this chapter explores differ-
entiated instruction, starting with a clear definition and an explanation of its significance in classroom
settings, especially in inclusive environments in modern school that students with disabilities attend.
Secondly, it also covers the educational advantages of differentiated instruction. Also in the end it can
also be referred some information on how special education strategies could be able enhance science
education within general school settings. Of course the effective application of differentiated teaching
in special education is crucial for adapting education to the unique needs of each student. This ap-
proach as it was mentioned before focuses on tailoring education to meet the diverse learning styles,
abilities, and interests of students with disabilities. Plus to this, in the chapter book it is presented the
different approaches of using differentiated instruction inside the class. Overall, differentiated edu-
cation as it is applied in a modern school is an approach that instead of a one-size-fits-all approach,
provides multiple ways for all students including students with disabilities giving them the opportu-
nity to engage with school material, understand key concepts, and use the new knowledge they get.
In a differentiated classroom, teachers adjust what students learn (the teaching content), the way they
learn it (educational process), and how they express their understanding knowledge (product) based
on each student’s ability to read, write, interests, and generally their learning profile. This method
also is especially effective in inclusive classrooms, where students attending into them, have diverse
backgrounds, strengths, abilities and needs learn alongside one another. Finally, it can be mentioned,
that differentiated instruction is a teaching approach that focuses on the diverse needs of every student
attending in the in the classroom of a general school. In special education, this concept is particularly
important as students with disabilities have unique learning styles and challenges to confront. The
aim of this chapter is to present, explore and evaluate the importance of differentiated education in
special education and how it can benefit students with special needs.
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